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THE HOME GROUP Who's Sitting Next to You?
I know who you are. You are "X" who attends the "ABC Meeting" at the "XYZ Club" where AAs meet in Any-
| where, U.S.A.
| Isaw you there the other night at the eight o'clock meeting. I don't know how long you've been sober, but I know
| you've been coming around for a while because you spoke to a lot of people who knew you.
I wasn't one of them.
You don't know who [ am. [ wandered into your meeting place alone the other night, a stranger in a strange town, |
| gzot a cup of coffee, paid for it, and sat down by myself.
{ You didn't speak to me.
| Oh, you saw me. You glanced my way, but you didn't recognize me, so you quickly averted your eyes and sought out
| afamiliar face.
I sat there through the meeting.
It was okay—a slightly different format but basically the same kind of meeting as I attend at home.
The topic was gratitude. You and your friends spoke about how much AA means to you. You talked about the cama-
raderie in your meeting place. You said how much the people there had helped you when you first came through the
doors—how they extended the hand of friendship to make you feel welcome, and asked you to come back.
And I wondered where they had gone, those nice people who made your entrance so easy and so comfortable.
You talked about how the newecomer is the life's blood of AA. [ agree, but I didn't say so. In fact, | didn't share in
your meeting. I signed my name in the book that was passed around, but the chairperson didn't refer to it. He only
called on those people in the room whom he knew.
So who am 1?7 You don't know, because you didn't bother to find out. Although yours was a closed meeting, you
didn’t even ask if I belonged there.
It might have been my first meeting. I could have been full of fear and distrust, knowing AA wouldn't work any bet-
ter than anything else I'd tried, and I would have left convinced that I was right.
I might have been suicidal, grasping at one last straw, hoping someone would reach out and pull me from the pit of
loathing and self-pity from which, by myself, | could find no escape.
I might have been a student with a tape recorder in my pocket, assigned to write a paper on how AA works—some-
one who shouldn't have been permitted to sit there at all but could have been directed to an open meeting to learn
what | needed to know.
Or I could have been sent by the courts, wanting to know more, but afraid to ask.
It happens that I was none of the above,
I'm just an ordinary drunk with a few years of sober living in AA who was traveling and was in need of a meeting.
My only problem that night was that I'd been alone with my own mind too long. I just needed to touch base with my
AA family.
I know from past experience that I could have walked into your meeting place smiling, stuck out my hand to the first
person | saw and said, " Hi. My name is —-. I'm an alcoholic from —-."
IT 1 had felt like doing that, I probably would have been warmly welcomed. You would have asked me if | knew
"Old So-and-so” from my state, or you might have shared a part of your drunkalog that occurred in my part of the
country.
Why didn't I? HALT. I was hungry, lonely, and tired. {The only thing missing was angry, and three out of four isn't
a good place for me to be.)
So 1 sat silenﬂ}' t]'ll'flngh your meeting. and when it was over | watched fli'l-"il]ll:il}' as all ur}'nu gﬂthfrﬂ‘] in small-
groups, talking to one another the same way we do in my home town.
You and some of your friends were planning a meeting after the meeting at a nearby coffee shop. By this time |
had been silent too long to reach out to you. I stopped by the bulletin board to read the notices there, kind of hang-
ing around without being too obvious, hoping you might ask if I wanted to join vou, but you didn't.
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Mondav Night Mid- Night

St. Anthony’s

Lorain Elyria Group
T7:30 PM Sat. 12:00 PM

58 Mary's Church
dth & Middle Ave.

Elyria (W5)

Ist. Bonnie Joe L.
Bth. Tommy 7.

15th. Nora M.
22nd. Dave M,
29th. Don Findley

Eion Lutheran Church
5100 Azhland Ave.
Lorain (N5
Jral, Jim Banks
1ikth, Edwin T,
17th, Tim 5.
2dth. Moe White
3lst. Mike 5.

8:00 PM
1305 E. Erie Ave
Lorian (S)
Ith. {Thumper}

i14th. Ken Zander
2lst, Bruce Shapazac
28th, Sober Aleoholic

Grafton \dl"cd. Oberlin
8:30 PM Breakfast

Sun. 10:00 AM

Concard Manar 95

Graften Fire Szatisn
TOEE Navak Rd,

E. ¥img 54, 1
Crafton (5] Dberlin (45
Sth. Gerry W. [ 2nd. Discussion

12th. Rav L.(the poet) Sth. Chris J,

Serenity Hall
T:00 PM
5t Ladislaus 1412

12%h St & Wood Ave.

{1st. Larry Shuller jr.

Hth. John Rak

2ird, Joe R. 1
30th. Penny !

15th. Tom& Denise 5,
26th. Mark C.

Lind, Chris
Cerfranko
29th, Al Williams

5. Jude's Sehoal
| 294 PoplarSt
Elyria (NS}
2nd, Vaughan S
Sth. Cene B,
16th. Rick C.
23rd. Denise 5.
30th. Caral L.

July [3th. L
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Elvria = List ¥our » Anniversaries
Sunday Night July 6th. Renee M. [Gyrs,
7:30 PM July Tth. Lisa Rubin {3vrs.

July 7th. Donna Lawson Fyrs.

o Syrs.

July [ 5th, Laurie Kistner Syrs.
July 20th. Cowbay e
July 26th. Tracy H. Ty,

July Fth. Donna Lawson Tyrs. 2]

Teach Me, O God mm

i Isee so many whao need a new life. Some | cannot reach. They seem
' to hear me, but not to listen in their hearts. Teach me to accept this

as ready and as kind as others have been fo me.

kind of frustration, to realize that it is only possible to help those
who are willing to be helped. And so lead me: that | may always be

G.5.R./D.C.M. Meeting: The Multi-District meeting is held at 11
AM on the 1st Sundav of the month. This meeting is for the Gen-
eral service Rep’s. (G.5.R.) of cach Group and the District Com-
mittee Member's (D.C.M.). If vou want to learn more about

service atiend this meeting.  (Aug. 6th., 2006)

The Lorain Central Office Meeting is the Ist. Sunday of the

each Group attend this mecting, We urge your Attendance (Be

Informed, Get Active)  (Aug. 6th., 2006)

month at 12:30 PM. [t is very Important that all the Secretaries of

The Passing of Our Beloved Trusted Servant

Area 54 Northeast Ohio, this noon, June 18, 2006,

Alice served Alcoholies Anonymous tirelessly since December
29, 1976. Friends in Ashtabula County tell us that she has held
probal:ly every service position in the Dual District 23/39 since
moving to Ohio in 1993, She was also well respected for her
corrections efforts and twelfth step work in her neighborhood.

Past service positions included GSR, DCM, District treasurer,
Area 54 mini-conference treasurer, Area
treasurer (Papel 51), Alternate Delegate {Panel 53), and Panel
55 Delegate.

At the state and regional level. Alice was sought out for her
good counsel. even temper, and fair-mindedness. She was a
peacemaker and consensus builder among her fellow delesates,
always thinking of the good of the whole of A,

Her long battle with cancer had finally taken its terrible toll.
Maost of the folks who came in contact with Alice never knew
how much pain she quietly and humbly shouldered as she

tiny now and rests with her Higher Power.
In Eove and Service,

Jell Your, Alternate Delegate

Area 54 - Northeast Ohio

It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that | inform you of
the passing on of our friend Alice R. Heath. Panel 55 Delegate —

trudged our road to happy destiny. She has met her happy des-
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; Continued: Wha's Sitting Next to You?

way again. Qur eyes met briefly and
smile. Again, you looked away.

the motel where 1 was staying,

at the meeting place. I knew that you
me. [ knew that if 1 had needed help,

dered. . .what if I hadn't been able to
I know who you are. Do you rememb
Fran D.

Ad Grapevine March 1991

As | walked slowly across the parking lot to my car
with the out-of-state license plates you looked my

I mustered a

1 buckled my seat belt, started the car, and drove to

As Llay in my bed waiting for sleep to come I made a
gratitude list. You were on it, along with your friends

were there for

me, and that | needed you far more than you needed

and had asked

for it, you would have gladly given it. But I won-

ask?
er me?

May Central Office 50/50 Raffle Winner: Lowell H. $90.50.
Just another way you can Help support the Central Office.
Buy a TICKET from any Advisory Board Member.

ts 7: The Charter and Bylaws of the General Ser-
vice Board are legal instruments, empowering the trustees to
i manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conlerence

i Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition and

:the Al Fs purm: for final eETcum.neas

i Prﬁmme 7 We will In}sc interest in :.E[['ISE'[ lhms:,s and g3
! ! interest in our fn.lluws

5 b e 3 8 5

'Tradltmn 7: Every A.A. (Jruup ou;Jht BE I"ulh self-
| supporting, declining outside contributions.







